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Richard (chad) Balwanz, class 
of 1970 has been chosen the 2016 
Outstanding alumnus by the Bellaire high 

School alumni association.  a coal miner after 
graduation, chad soon decided that digging 
coal was not in his future and joined the U.S. 
army in January of 1971.  Ft. Knox, Kentucky 
was the start of a military career that would see 
him begin as a Private and rise to the highest 
chief warrant Officer rank.  he progressed 
rapidly with increasing responsibility, specialized 
training, and leadership skills that were widely 
chronicled including, the article Veteran Valor: 
a Green Beret legend of desert Storm detailing 
his mission at the outset of the Gulf war, 25 years 
ago.
 chad led an eight-man Green Beret “a” 
Team that was covertly dropped 150 miles behind 
enemy lines on the night before the start of the 
ground war in iraq. inserted at night near an 

“abandoned ruin”, they soon found it was actually 
a village.  while farmers tended their crops, 
a curious child soon found the camouflaged 
“hide-hole” occupied by the soldiers. Knowing 
their discovery could lead to capture or death, a 
silenced gun was made ready. as the commander, 
chad quickly and decisively acted by declaring 
he was “not going to shoot children or unarmed 
civilians”. 
 That discovery shortly led to truckloads of 
iraqi troops.  Outnumbered 150 or more to their 
8 Green Berets, there began a daylong battle for 
survival.  in the end, superior fighting skills and 
later arrival of air support allowed movement 
and extraction after dark. while many dozens of 
iraqi soldiers died that day, all of the Green Berets 
survived to fight again.
 chad’s gallantry in action earned him a 
Silver Star, the nations 2nd highest award for 
valor, but his decision to spare the life of an 
innocent and risking of his own life is still cited 
in teaching military ethics.  The battle itself is 
in documentaries shown on discovery and the 
history channels as well as numerous books 
and articles such as douglas wallers “The 
commandos”, al Santoli’s “leading the way”, 
Tom clancy, and “desert Storm: a Forgotten 

war” to name a few.
 chad’s education includes degrees from 
campbell University in Buies creek, nc and 
austin Peay State University in clarksville, KY; 
cia Field Operations course; department of 
defense interrogators course; multiple Special 
Forces schools; counterintelligence courses and 
advanced Officer Staff courses.  in addition to 
the Silver Star, he earned a legion of Merit and 16 
other medals, awards and military decorations.  
 he has served multiple tours in iraq, 
afghanistan, including the Middle East and 
The horn of africa assigned to the intelligence 
directorate of the US Special Operations 
command central.  after retiring from the 
military, he was in afghanistan as a Senior 
intelligence Officer in support of anti-terrorism 
and targeting of senior al-Qaeda leaders. he was 
also a liaison for the defense department in the 
detroit Joint Terrorism Task Force.
 chad is married to the former Janet lee 
Tapp of catlett, Va and the father of a son, 
Brandon; two daughters Maggie and Krystin 
and a step-daughter, Samara Tapp.  he currently 
resides near Glencoe, Ohio and maintains active 
association with the american legion.

RICHARD (CHAD) BALWANZ, CLAss of 1970

2016 DistinguisheD alumnus

Spring  BanQUET 2016
The banquet is May 21st at Undo’s West in st. Clairsville. cost is $30.00. Social hour 5:30-6:30  with dinner to follow. 

we will honor the 50 year class of 1966,The Outstanding alumnus, achievement award winners, honor the graduating class of 
2016 and announce the 2016 Senior Service winners. also scholarships will be awarded to students from the class of 2016 by our 
sister organization, the Endowment association. To make your reservation, fill  out the banquet portion of the enclosed form. 
(dinner tickets are nOT mailed. Your reservation will be at the door). 

Mail your reservation to the Bellaire alumni association, PO Box 307  Bellaire, Oh 43906 or visit our website www.bellairebig-
redsalumni.com to make your reservation. 



hello Big reds!  i am crossing my 
fingers and hoping that the worst days 
of winter are behind us and spring 
will be upon us soon! Of course, that 
means it is time for serious spring 
cleaning.  The Board of Trustees 
of the alumni association are 
working diligently to clean and 
spruce up our archives room.  
we are finishing our move to 
the former band room or typing 
room (depending on your 
graduation year) located on 
the third floor.  This has been a 
massive endeavor. we hold and 
display wonderful pieces of our 
high school’s history.  Old band 
and cheering uniforms, game 

films from as far back as the 1960’s, band recordings, and a Beljuan from 
every year since the early twentieth century are just a few of the treasures 
we maintain and upkeep.  Bob Koteles, class of 1964, has spearheaded the 
move.  we are grateful for the time and effort he devotes to maintaining the 
archives room.  
 Our annual alumni Banquet will be held May 21, 2016 at Undo’s west 
in St. clairsville, Ohio.  we will be honoring an Outstanding alumnus, 
alumni achievement award winners and graduating seniors.  Of course, 

we will also be celebrating the class of 1966, our honored 50 Year class!  
You will find more details regarding banquet reservations included in this 
newsletter.
 Over the last few years, the Bellaire local School district has faced 
serious financial struggles.  as an organization, we have discussed the 
variety of needs within the district. recently, we took action to modify our 
purpose and allow us to become more involved district wide.  The new 
purpose of the Bellaire high School alumni association is to promote 
the interests of the schools within the Bellaire local School district, the 
students thereof, and all alumni of Bellaire high School.  we will continue 
to put forth our best efforts towards assistance with the upkeep of the 
historic high school Bell Tower and alumni auditorium.  we will continue 
to support our high school athletic and arts programs.  however, with the 
establishment of the Education assistance committee, we will also do our 
best to assist all students in the Bellaire local School district, including 
elementary and junior high students.  any donation made to the alumni 
association can be designated to specific projects, such as the Bell Tower 
Fund or the Education assistance Program or can simply be made to the 
alumni association’s general funds.  Please feel free to contact any Trustee 
if you have specific questions regarding our new, modified purpose.  we are 
here to serve!
 in closing, we look forward to seeing you at our May banquet, where 
we will celebrate the accomplishments of our alumni and welcome the 
newest members to our organization, the class of 2016!  come celebrate 
and share our spirit, pride, and tradition!

message from the President

Your President,

Amy Busic
                              class of 1989

 The Bellaire alumni association is selling a beautiful ink 
jet reproduction of the entire front of the high School which 
faces the city park. This photo was taken at dusk and is absolutely 
breathtaking! The photograph, taken by Scott rataiczak of r & c 
Photography, is on display at the high school and can be checked 
out on our website at www.bellairebigredalumni.com 

 Prices are as follows and are available immediately:  

 20”x 30” print $55.00 plus the cost of shipping

 20”x 30” black framed print $85.00 plus the cost of shipping

 11”x 17” laminated print $10.00 plus the cost of shipping

 Special orders available upon request 

if you would like to purchase a photo, send your request to BhS 
alumni association P.O. Box 307 Bellaire, Oh 43906 or e-mail 
us at www.bellairebigredsalumni@gmail.com or contact Kathy 
wallace at 740-676-9150.

Bhs Photo for sale
 The Board of Trustees of the Bellaire high School alumni 
association has recently established The Education assistance 
Program. This program has been established to support 
development of technology and to promote other classroom 
projects that directly affect the day -to-day learning of the students 
in The Bellaire local School district.
a committee of alumni association trustees will be working 
directly with the administration to support those programs that 
will help students be better prepared for their futures through 
education, encouragement and empowerment.
Tax deductible donations to help support this program should be 
made out to BhS alumni association, earmarked EaP. 

BHS Alumni Association

EDUCATIoN
AssIsTANCE
PRoGRAM



Send to:    Shauna walker
BhS alumni association
PO Box 307
Bellaire, Oh  43906

class OF 1966...has it really been 50 years?
The class of 1966 will be celebrating their 50th class reunion on Friday , 
May 20, 2016 at the Sons of italy in Bellaire. a Meet and Greet will begin 
at 6:00PM with a photo taken at 6:30 sharp! we will get the picture back 
that evening. dinner served at 7:00 with music and dancing to follow at 
8:00. cost is $40.00 for the classmate and $35.00 for the spouse/guest. 
Photo is included. Send all reservations to rosemary derry durant at 
4524 harrison St. Bellaire, Oh 43906-1337  740-676-6350, by May 13, 
2016. The alumni Banquet is being held the following evening Saturday, 
May 21, 2016 at Undo’s in St. clairsville. if you are a paid member of the 
alumni, your dinner is free, but you must still make a reservation and pay 
for your spouse/guest. cost is $30.00. Mail your reservation and check to 
Bellaire alumni association P.O. Box 307 Bellaire, Oh 43906 or go to their 
website, www.bellairebigredsalumni.com to make your reservation and pay 
online.  On September 18-25, 2016, we are planning a cruise to Bermuda 
aboard carnival Pride. This is open to all alumni and friends of Bellaire 
high School. Join us as we sail from Baltimore (no fly), and sail to sunny 
Bermuda. Everyone is invited! Please contact classmate, John Smith at aTB 
Travel 877-885-7737 or 661-940-1165 for information and reservations. we 
are hoping for a great turnout for this reunion, so make your reservations 
soon so we can finalize everything. reunion committee: Pat McGee heller 
(class president) and rosemary durant.

class OF 1976... can’t believe it’s been 40 years!
classmates Betty Orlando Somerville, dennis delbert, cathy civin Stack, 
Skip Bauknecht and rich hans are making plans to celebrate the 40th class 
reunion. wow! where has the time gone? Make plans to meet up with old 
friends and classmates to reminisce the good old days at BhS. Friday evening, 
September 30th a social gathering held at Flanagans and Saturday evening, 
October 1st at the Sons of italy. More details on the weekend to follow in the 
fall newsletter, if you have any questions, call dennis delbert at 740-676-5264.  

 

ReuniOn nOtes

Row 1: Bob Koteles ’64, Past President; Brooke McVey ’07, recording 
Secretary; amy Busic ’89, President; dennie Bland ’64, Past President; 
Penny Smelko Frizzi ’71, Past President 

Row 2: Ed Good ‘77; cindy Martin Badia ’74; Kathy wallace ’70, Past 
President; lorrie althar Palmer ’99; catherine Boccabella Tuttle ’53; 
Shauna ray walker ’74, Membership Secretary, Past President; Toni 
Brunori Sechrest ’68, corresponding Secretary; Ben doyle ’02

Row 3: arleen Brunori Sabatino ’76, 1st Vice President; cheryl Badia 
wallace ’70, Past President;  Forrest Merryman ’08, Treasurer; luca 
Magistro ’06; Erica Booth ’02; Frank hibbitts ‘00  

BHs 2015 - 2016 Alumni Association Board of DirectorsFaithFul anD tRueheaRteD

Madison ice                                
Barbara hubbard                          
Eric Booth

andrew Sabatino                      
Erica Booth                                     
Matt Koteles

nancy Merryman                     
catherine Tuttle                             
rose durant

class reunion committees are reminded 
to submit their class reunion books/
mailing list to the alumni association so 
we can keep our mailing list up-to-date!

   Class 

R E U N I o N 
B o o k l e t s

bellairebigredsalumni.com

Visit Us

OnlinE

   Give Back to BHS...  Support Your AlmA mAter
all donations to the BhS association are tax deductable.

FebruArY lotterY FundrAiSer WinnerS  
Members sold lottery tickets based on the nightly Ohio 3 digit 
lottery drawing for the month of February. The following people 
were the lucky winners. we would like to thank everyone who 
purchased tickets. all profit from the fundraiser go to the new 
Education assistance Program.



Seniors Nominated for 

Senior Service AwArdS
The following members of the class of 2016 have been nominated for the 
Senior Service award by the BhS faculty:

sydney Badia-daughter of Steve and Tracy Badia
Mary Garloch-daughter of George and carolyn “cJ” Garloch
Morgan Runyan-daughter of Gary and Shelly runyan
olivia Tranovich-daughter of don and robin Tranovich
Joshua Bumgardner-son of Paul and dawn Bumgardner
Tylar Eden-son of chris and ann arno
Dylan Marling-son of lynn and richard Marling
Anthony Piper-son of carl and Velma Piper

Each nominee was interviewed by the alumni association’s Senior Service 
committee. One male and one female winner will be announced at the 
annual Spring Banquet. The two winners will each receive $1,000.00 and a 
lifetime alumni association membership.

achiEVEMEnT
award winners
buSineSS: 
DOUG HAVELKA - CLASS OF 1978
assistant Professor of decision Sciences and 
Managment information Systems, Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio; Ba and MBa Miami University; Phd 
at Texas Tech University; extensively published 
while he has served as a communications Specialist 
and Systems analyst for aTT.

CiViC:
JAMES COCHRAN - CLASS OF 1972
west liberty State college, BS in accounting; 
MBa University of Pittsburgh; certified Public 
accountant; cFO for h.E. neuman company, 
wheeling, wV; donates his time as Treasurer at the 
Bellaire Presbyterian church; trustee of the Bellaire 
Public library Board of Trustees; Treasurer of the 
Great Stone Viaduct Society and a member of the 
GSV Board of Trustees; donates his accounting 
services to the Bellaire high School alumni 
associaiton.

ArtS:
DAVID DOAN - CLASS OF 1992
Theatrical agent cESd, new York city where he 
serves as a Theatrical agent for actors of all ages; 
Previously the head of the Theatrical dept. at 
Generation TV and casting director at nickelodeon; 
nominated in 2012 for daytime Emmy award for 
casting “nick Jr. Bubble Guppies”. his specialty is 
discovering youth and breakout talent, with clients 
on Broadway, TV and film.

eduCAtion: 
CHARLOTTE EXNER - CLASS OF 1970
Ohio State University undergraduate; Masters from 
John hopkins University, Baltimore, Md; 16 years 
as dean of college of health Professionals, Townson 
University, Executive director for hussman center 
and Strategic initiatives dealing with adults with 
autism, chair of Occupational Therapy department 
and Faculty.

mediCAl:
THOMAS TUTTLE - CLASS OF 1975
Ohio northern University, ada Ohio 1980 in 
college of Pharmacy; Pharmacist at Save-rite, Super 
X and Ohio Valley hospital; director of Pharmacy 
Martins Ferry hospital; Part Owner of lorraine 
Surgical Supply, which is now known as wheeling 
Medical Supply company; Serves as a member of 
the wheeling-Ohio county Board of health and 
Easter Seals rehabilitation center;  member of the 
imperial Glass Museum Board.

In Memory of...  In Honor of... 
Throughout the year, the alumni association receives donations “in memory of” and 
“in honor of ” fellow classmates, family members, or other alumni. we have chosen to 
publish the name of both the donor and the alumnus being honored or remembered 
in a new section of our newsletter. 

BErT PiaTT                                                                              wanda MillEr
                                                                             (mother of Patty & monte miller)

BErT PiaTT                                                                        rOGEr lOVraK ‘67

BErT PiaTT                                                            BarBara JEan daViS ‘66

BErT PiaTT                                                                              JOE ciVin, Jr. ‘41

GarY & TOni SEchrEST                                                           TOM POE ‘68

KaThY wallacE                                                                         TOM POE ‘68

dan & PEnnY Frizzi                                                                 TOM POE ‘68

Donor                                                                                              in memory of

reverSe rAffle fundrAiSer
The annual reverse raffle is Saturday, September 24th at the Sons of italy. There 
will be two different prices for tickets. $25.00 ticket includes admission to the event, 
dinner and an entry in the drawing.  $15.00 ticket includes an entry in the drawing 
only and does not include dinner or admission to the event. To purchase tickets fill 
out the enclosed form (tickets will be mailed to you). 



Friday, September 23nd
alumni Social Sons of italy lodge

Saturday, September 24th
Parade, Football Game, reverse raffle

- watch for details in fall newsletter - 

ALUMNIStore

Name _______________________________

Ship to:

Address______________________________

City_________________________________

State___________________  Zip_________

_____ Bell Tower Ornament
_____ Nelson Field Ornament
_____ Central School Ornament
_____ Indian Run Ornament
_____ First Ward Ornament
_____ West Bellaire School Ornament
_____ Gravel Hill Ornament
_____ Rose Hill Ornament
_____ Neffs School Ornament
_____ Football Helmet Ornament

Quantity

Total @ $8 each   __________
Shipping per ornament __________

@ $2 each   __________

TOTAL ENCLOSED   $__________

Make checks payable to: 
BHS Alumni Association and mail to:
Commemorative Ornament Project,

P.O. Box 307
Bellaire, OH 43906.

May 1, 2014 - June 30, 2014

_______  4” x 8” Brick @ $50.00 (3 lines, 15 characters each)

_______  8” x 8” Brick @ $125.00 (6 lines, 15 characters each)
Please call for pricing on 16 x 16 and 32 x 32 granite pavers.

COMMEMORATIVE BRICK SALE

Since the half-price brick sale was such a success, we have decided to keep the 
sale going for a while longer. if you have not purchased a brick for yourself or for 
a family member, now is a great time to do so.  Personalize it with a name, date, 
in honor of or in memory of or whatever you wish it to say. The bricks also make 
a great gift for that hard to buy for person. The 4”x 8” brick is $50, the 8”x 8”brick 
is $125. if you ever get a chance, stop by  the school and check out this beautiful 
project on alumni way.

To purchAse bricks, use The ATTAched order form or go To our 
websiTe AT  
www.BellaiReBigReDsalumni.cOm

mAke checks pAyAble To BellaiRe high schOOl alumni 
assOciatiOn anD mail tO  
P.O. BOx 307, BellaiRe, Oh 43906 

if you hAve Any quesTions, pleAse conTAcT  
BOB kOteles at (740) 676-5490

Homecoming 

2 0 1 6

They started first grade together in 
September of 1933, They attended First ward 
School. Miss Bright was the no-nonsense 
principal who forbade any student from walking 
on First wards’ perfectly manicured grass. They 
are still proud of their south Bellaire (below the 
bridge) origins. They are still loyal and spirited 
Big reds. Most importantly, they are still dear 
friends who enjoy each others company as much 
today as they did 83 years ago. 

l-r Emile John, louis Bernardi, lucille Fitch and Elsie 
Battistone Bizzari all from the class of 1945

Joyful & Ever loyal

we know that everyone is not tech savvy 
these days with modern technology and still 
love to wait on the mailman to deliver the mail.  
Modern technology has allowed us to make life 
simpler and faster with the use of computers, 
i-pads and i-phones. would you like to help 
the alumni association be more cost efficient 
by receiving your newsletter by email? if so, 
PlEaSE send us your e-mail address at www.
bellairebigredsalumni.com/contact 

For those of you who still love receiving the 
newsletter by mail we will continue to do that.

Send us your email address



BELLAIRE - Mark Spigarelli calls it “the opportunity 
of a lifetime.”
And it’s one he doesn’t take lightly.
Spigarelli officially inked his coaching contract 
Monday, becoming the 26th head football coach in 
Bellaire High School history. He takes over for Steve 
Andres, whose contract wasn’t renewed after two 
seasons and a 5-15 record.
“I appreciate Mr. (Darren) Jenkins (Superintendent), 
Mrs. (Kassie) Anderson (Principal), Mrs. (Molly) 
Feller (Athletic Director) and the entire Board of 
Education for giving me the opportunity,” Spigarelli 
said. “I am excited to have the chance (to be the 
head coach) and hopefully I can do something good 
with it.”
Spigarelli was actually formally approved by the 
Bellaire Board of Education, with a 5-0 vote, during 
a special meeting last Thursday. He, however, asked 
for the weekend before officially signing the deal.
“The delay (in accepting the job) was to give me 
time to contact some of the guys I had hoped to get 
on board with for the coaching staff,” Spigarelli said. 
“I wanted to make sure they’d join me, work with 
me and that they had the same beliefs as me in all 
three facets of football.”
The new head coach will have his first meeting with 
his players Wednesday after school and from there 
it’s off and running.
“I am very excited to get started,” Spigarelli said. 
“We’re probably a little behind in terms of the 
weight room and getting to know the kids better, 
but we’ll be OK.”
The Nelson Field sidelines will be no place new for 
Spigarelli. The 1988 Bellaire High School graduate 
played three seasons of varsity football and then 
spent 12 years on the varsity coaching staff, working 

under John Magistro and Gregg Bonar.
“We’re trying to get (this program) back to where 
it was in the good ol’ days,” Spigarelli said. “I hear 
people say we don’t have the caliber of athletes that 
we had back then. Well, we could if these kids put 
in the effort and the time with the commitment to 
being good.”
During Spigarelli’s time on the staff under Magistro, 
the Big Reds won four regional titles. He was an 
eighth grade coach during the Big Reds’ two trips to 
the Ohio State Championship Games in 1995 and 
96. His last two seasons on the Big Reds’ staff, which 
were 2007 and 08, Spigarelli was the defensive 
coordinator.
“I’ve been working toward this position and goal for 
the past 25 years,” Spigarelli admitted.
After graduating from Bellaire, Spigarelli attended 
Ohio University, earning a degree in education in 
1992. He also owns a master’s degree from OU, too.
Spigarelli’s teaching and coaching careers started at 
Union Local. He was an eighth grade football and 
assistant baseball coach. He then accepted a job at 
Martins Ferry and was eighth grade football and 
reserve basketball coach for a short stint.
Now, he’s in his 21st year as a member of the Bellaire 
High School faculty. After taking the 2009 season 
off from coaching, Spigarelli landed a position at 
West Liberty, working with the strong safeties.
“I really appreciate everything Coach (Roger) 
Wailiae did for me the last six years,” Spigarelli said. 
“I learned a tremendous amount of football during 
that time.”
Along with his football experience, Spigarelli was 
also the Big Reds’ baseball coach for two seasons. 
He guided the 2003 team to a berth in the Division 
III regional final in Chillicothe.

Spigarelli believes the biggest key to success is 
building relationships, whether it’s within the staff, 
with the kids or in the community.
“Everyone needs to be on the same page,” Spigarelli 
said. “The kids have to see that you care about them, 
both as people and players. If they do, I believe 
they’ll play that much harder for you, the staff, the 
school and entire community.”
As for the 2016 Big Reds, Spigarelli is excited about 
the talent that returns at the skill positions, but he 
knows depth must be created in the trenches.
“I think, at any level, the number one key in football 
is in the trenches,” Spigarelli said. “I think we’re 
kind of slim up there right now, but from this 
day forward, I expect the kids to work hard in the 
weight room.”
Spigarelli, who will run the defense, hopes to 
employ a 4-2-5. Offensively, he expects a mixture 
of Big Reds’ offenses of old along with some of the 
things he’s learned with the Hilltoppers.
“I would like to get back to the days when Mark 
and Gregg (Bonar) were the offensive coordinators 
here,” Spigarelli said. “We will obviously try to take 
what the defense gives us.”
The Spigarelli era of Big Reds’ football officially 
begins Aug. 27 against newly scheduled, River. The 
Big Reds don’t leave the friendly confines of Nelson 
Field for four of the first five weeks, but road trips to 
Shadyside, St. Clairsville and Martins Ferry can be 
found in the second half of the season.
“I believe we’ll be able to compete with any team we 
have on our schedule,” Spigarelli said. “There’s only 
one way for this program to go and that’s up after a 
few down seasons.”

cOach maRk sPigaRelli - OPPORtunity OF a liFetime  
By SETH STASKEY Times Leader Sports Editor        From the Times Leader February 2, 2016

alumni sPOtlight -- Jack cera
 Jack was recently elected assistant whip by the Ohio house democratic caucus. his position 
is the fourth-highest ranking democratic member of house leadership. in august, Jack had taken 
over the informal leadership position as caucus dean, the longest serving member of the minority.
 State representative Jack cera, a native of Bellaire, Ohio (Belmont county) first served in the Ohio General 
assembly from 1983-1996.  at that time, he represented Ohio house district 99, which encompassed Belmont, 
Monroe, noble, and the northern part of washington counties.  he returned to the legislature in 2011 when he was 
appointed to serve as the State representative of then house district 95.  with redistricting taking effect in 2012, he 
now represents Ohio house district 96, which includes all of Jefferson county, all of Monroe county, and  portions of 
Belmont county. 
 representative cera is a 1974 graduate of Bellaire high School where he excelled in the classroom and on the 
football field. his 97-yard interception return for a touchdown was a school record for over 20 years.  he was recruited to play football at Brown University, 
but his playing days ended after one year due to injury. he received his Bachelor of arts in Political Science from Brown in 1978. representative cera 
is married to his wife of 30 years, Becky.  They have two daughters:  Jaclyn, a graduate of waynesburg University with both a Bachelor’s degree and a 
Master’s degree; and Bethany, a student at the University of charleston and member on the softball team.  recently, a son-in-law was added to the fold 
when his eldest daughter Jaclyn married USaF captain Brent Yocum, a young man from Smithfield, Ohio. They currently reside in Texas.


